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Paul Kingsworth sensed that he was the object of a steady, 
unrelenting pursuit. It was an unwelcome thought until he fi-
nally surrendered to it. Kingsworth is an Oxford-educated en-
vironmentalist, world traveler, and writer. In an article in “First 
Things,” he tells the happy story of what happened to reset the 
trajectory of his life.

From his childhood, King-
sworth dismissed religion. “The 
message seemed irrelevant… Where 
was the mystery? Where was the 
promised connection with God? 
Who was this God anyway? A man 
in the sky with a book of rules?” 
In retrospect, he realizes what he 
missed. “I didn’t know back then that the Christian story is the 
story of our rebellion against God.” What a concise statement of 
the human condition.

It was G.K. Chesterton’s statement that describes the next 
chapter of Kingsworth’s life. “Wherever the people do not be-
lieve in something beyond the world,” Chesterton wrote, “they 
will worship the world.” Kingsworth, being intrigued by the “in-
tense wonder and mystery of the natural world,” became what he 
calls “a priest of the witch gods,” embracing a nature religion. 
“At last I was home where I belonged,” he writes, “in the woods, 
worshipping a nature goddess under the stars. I even got to wear a 
cloak. Everything seemed to have fallen into place. Until I started 
having dreams.”

One night, he had an explicit dream about Jesus. It was so 
vivid, he remembered what Jesus had said and how he looked. In 
the coming days, he began to encounter Christians everywhere! 
They kept reminding him of Jesus. “Every time I looked back, he 
was still there. I began to feel I was being… hunted? I wanted it 
to stop; at least, I thought I did.” Then one evening just before he 
was to conduct a ritual, he became so violently ill he could not 
continue. He was stunned. But He knew why.

C.S. Lewis experienced “the steady, unrelenting approach 
of Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet.” Francis Thomp-
son wrote of “the hound of heaven.” Like them, Kingsworth fi-
nally surrendered. “I became a Christian,” he writes, “because 
I knew, suddenly, that it was true.” Kingsworth surrendered to 

 Following my parents’ tradition, I was a 
Democrat. That was back when the party was 
what the Republican Party is now… conserva-
tive and caring.

It took time, thoughtful observation, and 
conscientious learning to recognize how far 
Democrats have drastically digressed from good 
intentions to manipulative, evil ones.

The day after the Republican Convention, 
I landed on TV’s C-SPAN channel. The show 
host took phone calls from Democrats, Repub-
licans and Independents. One female Democrat 
seriously suggested George Clooney replace Joe 
Biden as president.

Asked why, she assertively replied, “Be-
cause he is good looking and an actor.” That’s 
precisely the typical ignorance far too many Demo-
crats possess, completely lacking understanding of 
their party’s despicable descent, then making abso-
lutely wrong voting choices.

After that ridiculous phone call and others, 
I later heard Biden’s family was going to con-
front him about dropping out of the election be-
fore the July 26th deadline. It was reported Biden 

As Union County residents, we always 
welcome reading updates from our Ninth Dis-
trict representative, Andrew Clyde, who has 
been doing an outstanding job as our representa-
tive in Congress. As a veteran, I am pleased that 
Clyde is also a veteran, a 28-year Navy vet with 
three deployments to Iraq and Kuwait. Because 
of that, one of his top priorities is ensuring we 
maintain the most effective fighting force in the 
world. He voted for the National Defense Autho-
rization Act, which will help eliminate the radi-
cal policies being forced on our servicemembers 

When polls are taken to learn of people’s 
main concerns, climate change/global warming 
is usually high on the list.

Really? Where did that come from?
To see the future, look at the past. Earth 

has been warming since the last ice age. It began 
long before humans started burning fossil fuels, 
and it will continue for centuries to come. Forces 
of nature speed the process as it continues.

So hold up your hands to stop the wind. 
Stomp your feet to stop the earthquakes. Enjoy 
the milder winters.
Clyde Woolsey

A significant fact to note is that the party 
which is constantly blathering on about “Ameri-
can Democracy” just overruled the primary vot-
ers of the entire Country who chose Biden.

Millions of hard-earned votes – pffft.
Think about that.
All that campaigning, the signs, the 

speeches, the millions of tax dollars, the millions 
of hours of volunteer work.

Nada.
All now nothing due to the will of the 

DNC elite.
You should ask any friends that you still 

have left who voted for Sleepy Joe how they feel 
about being disenfranchised just like the days of 

 A recent writer encouraged voters to study 
platforms, especially given possible disaffection 
of both presidential candidates. I wholeheartedly 
agree with this position.

However, the writer goes on to quote plat-
form positions from a well-known Think Tank, 
ascribing those positions to one of the two par-
ties. Excuse me? Should we study the platforms 
of the two parties or of all the (many) think tanks 
in the country? I’m confused.
Carol McKechnie

Chiggers are most active during the 
spring, summer, and early fall. If you haven’t 
been bitten, then consider yourself fortunate, 
because you live a blessed life. Let’s talk about 
chiggers, what they are, and what you can do to 
protect yourself from them.

Some people 
call chiggers red 
bugs because they 
are tiny red mites 
that are less than 
1/50th of an inch 
long. Chigger are 
mites that are still in 
their larval stage. The larval stage is the only one 
that bites. The other stages of the chigger life cy-
cle either lay eggs or prey on small insects. Chig-
gers like to live in areas that are full of brush and 
debris. They can be found in leaf litter. If you 
have areas with tall grass, they’ll like that too. 
Chiggers mainly bite rodents and rabbits. So, 
if you have areas that make a good habitat for 
rodents and rabbits then there is a good chance 
that you’ll have mites as well. Female mites will 
lay their eggs in the late winter, which will hatch 
in the spring. Chiggers will reach peak popula-
tion in mid-summer and remain active until fall. 
They’ll be killed off by a hard freeze.

Chiggers only bite, they don’t bury under 
the skin. When they bite they inject their saliva 
which has a skin dissolving enzyme in it. As your 
skin cells dissolve, they drink it up. The saliva 
that they inject causes irritation, which makes 
you itch. Chiggers can stay latched on for three 
or more days, so if you have a chigger bite it’s 
best to wash that spot with lather repeatedly, and 
then dab the spot with an antiseptic. That will kill 
most of the chiggers on you.

Chiggers typically like to bite in tight 
places. That means you’ll often get their bites 
underneath your socks, in your waist band, or 
armpits. 

Chiggers are susceptible to dehydration. 
Therefore, they like to populate areas with shade 
and high humidity. Removing brush piles and 
leaves, keeping grass cut, and removing bushes 
will eliminate areas that they like to live. Black-
berry bushes seem to be a particularly favorite 
habitat. Chiggers don’t like temperatures over 
90 (I don’t blame them), so when our tempera-
tures drop as summer ends, chiggers will become 
more active.

There are some chemicals that can be used 
as repellents or to kill chiggers. Products con-
taining DEET will be effective at repelling chig-
gers, mosquitoes, biting flies, gnats, and ticks. 
You can also spray it on your clothing to keep 
them off your clothes. Oil of lemon eucalyptus 
can be used as a repellent, except for children 
under 3 years old. Products containing perme-

Even in the best friendships, there may 
be times when misunderstandings occur. 
Hurt feelings can happen. It’s called human 
nature. It certainly does not have to be the 
end of the relationship. When the situation 
occurs, usually both parties experience sad, 
bad feelings and 
thoughts. Each 
person can actu-
ally believe that 
they have been 
wronged and that 
it’s not his or her 
fault. These are 
normal reactions.

We can make matters worse by wait-
ing for the other person to bury the hatchet 
and apologize. The longer the stand-off lasts, 
the worse matters can become. The fire in our 
mental furnace blazes, and the relationship 
suffers in a desperate manner. If the truth be 
known, both parties are miserable. The un-
happiness permeates their souls and causes 
terrible heartache. They long to be together 
again – to enjoy the private talks, laughter, 

Q. Commissioner, I was approached by a group of peo-
ple asking me to sign a petition to change our form of county 
government to a 5-person board. Why would I want to do this?

A. I do not recommend changing Union County’s form 
of government. Changing a form of government is a significant 
undertaking, and it can be challenging. Add to that task 5 brand 
new Commissioners with limited to 
no experience, and the result will not 
always be what you expect. Change 
for the sake of change is never a good 
idea. Residents have only to look 
around our beautiful county to see 
what an incredible living environ-
ment we have formed over the years. 
Meeks Park, the Farmers Market, Senior Center, Recreation Dept 
offerings such as the pickleball courts, the walking trails, tennis 
courts, dog parks, Sports Center, etc., - these things don’t happen 
by themselves. They are the result of years of planning and devel-
opment as well as anticipating future infrastructure needs. This is 
all important to the future of Union County and its residents and 
we have done it with some of the lowest property tax rates in the 
State of GA and without county debt.

Q. Are there any unique benefits of a Sole Commission 
form of government?

A. There are many, but two main benefits are accountability 
and speed of decision-making. If a citizen has an issue, they know 
who to come to. If a decision is needed, it can be made quickly. 
This has a great benefit in resolving conflicts, attracting economic 
development, and securing funding opportunities. At the regional 
and state level, the County speaks with one voice, and a sole Com-
missioner can form valuable personal relationships with officials 
who can provide partnerships, grants, and other benefits, from the 
capital to the Legislature, to GDOT, DNR, EPD, and a host of 
agencies and non-profits.

Q. Are you against a commissioner board style of county 
government in Union County?

A. Yes. Remember that we are talking about 5 people who 
more than likely have never worked together. We are talking about 
matching staff, medical insurance and benefits, office space, ve-
hicles, phones, travel expenses, training expenses, etc. Keep in 

The Emergency Management Agency of Union County 
(UCEMA) is responsible for the overall management of any di-
saster that should befall Union County. The main role of UCEMA 
is to prevent, prepare, mitigate, respond, and recover from these 
natural and manmade events. The agency also responds to all types 
of emergencies such as searches, rescues, motor vehicle accidents, 
aircraft accidents, floods, large-scale 
fires, weather events, or any other 
event that may require a large number 
of resources. The EMA does not have 
an unlimited number of personnel to 
respond nor does it have unlimited 
resources to solve any problem. What 
the EMA does have is partnerships. 

In order to be prepared and to respond to disasters, UCEMA 
develops partnerships with public and private organizations, busi-
nesses, and resources. They then use these partnerships to gather, 
utilize, and coordinate resources for a countywide response to a 
disaster or large event. Without partnerships, the EMA would not 
be able to respond to any disaster.

The EMA partners with public organizations such as the U.S. 
Government, State of Georgia, Union County Government, City of 
Blairsville, Sheriff’s Office, Blairsville PD, Union County Schools 
PD, Union County Schools, Union General Hospital, Union Gen-
eral Ambulance, Health Department, and many more.

The EMA also partners with private organizations in our 
community. They include private businesses, corporations, home 
owners associations, clubs, utility companies, and volunteer groups.  
These private organizations provide resources such as emergency 
assistance, equipment, supplies, funding, and personnel in the event 
of a disaster.

The most important partner is the citizens. A disaster affects 
us all and places extreme demands on the emergency services.  
Studies have shown that citizens who are prepared for disasters by 
being trained and having emergency supplies can relieve some of 
those demands. Prepared citizens should understand the situation 
and have enough emergency supplies on hand to sustain the house-
hold for at least three days without power. This involves emergency 
ready kits and other essentials such as food and water.

The Emergency Management Agency is a vital organization 

My Dad and his brother played baseball 
during the summer with a bunch of boys from 
Trapptown. In those days all the little communi-
ties had baseball teams which traveled all across 
Alabama and Tennessee playing baseball against 
anyone wishing to play. Magical sounding names 
like Pebble, Dime, 
Bear Creek, Hackle-
burgh, Leighton and 
Russellville all had 
traveling baseball 
teams. But, every-
body’s dream was 
to play the big boys 
down in Birmingham. One day, Roy Reeves, the 
manager of the Trapptown Team, announced to 
his boys, “I have secured a home and home se-
ries with the boys in Birmingham.”

The Trapptown Team made the trip to 
Birmingham to play baseball in front of a crowd 
of 1,000 spectators, which was more people 
than most of them had ever saw. Yes, they were 
nervous, but, they were good players. Dad was 
playing shortstop. Uncle Bud was playing first 
base. Harold Cohen was in centerfield, while the 
Trapp brothers were playing third and catcher. 
The boys were really good and the game was a 
tight one. The score was 1 to 0 in the top of the 
5th inning. Dad was at bat and hit a ball over 
the head of the centerfielder. There was no fence, 
and the ball was hit so well that it rolled 150 
yards after it hit the ground. As Dad rounded 
the bases, the home plate umpire told him to go 
back to second base. It seems the hit was ruled a 
ground rule double because there was no fence, 
and the runner on first was sent back to third. The 
next batter struck out for the third out and the 
score remained 1 to 0. 

In the bottom of the 6th inning Uncle Bud 
was batting and hit a line drive that went under 
third base. While the third baseman from Bir-
mingham was looking for the ball, Uncle Bud 
ran all the way to third base. Finally, the third 
baseman found the ball under the base and the 
umpire ruled the hit as a foul ball. The boys from 
Trapptown lost that game 1 to 0.

The next game was played in Trapptown. 
Skeeter Trapp was an old man of 38 but was still 
able to get a single and make to first base. He 
was leading off a little when the pitcher tried to 
pick him off, and as he tried to get back to first 
base, the young first baseman of Birmingham 
tried to block the bag. He told the young man 
not try to block the bag because he would get 
knocked down. The young boy tried to block 
the bag again after the next pitch. As the elder 
base runner came back to the bag, he lowered 
his shoulder and knocked the boy off the bag and 
down into the dirt. 

Immediately, the boy’s father rushed from 

The Blairsville - Union County Chamber 
of Commerce’s next big event is the Blairsville 
Business Expo at the Union County Sports Com-
plex on Thursday, September 12th, from 4-7 p.m.

This event has over 80-plus vendors and 
welcomes up to 1,000 attendees. 

The Blairs-
v i l l e  B u s i n e s s 
Expo is for every-
one, even kids! 
There is a Kid Zone, 
with emergency ve-
hicles, mascots, and 
learning about big 
equipment. 

Everything is right under one roof! 
Whether your business is hiring, expand-

ing your network, or you are just wanting to get 
your products or your company information out 
there to the community, this event is for you. 

Register before it gets full by calling the 
Blairsville-Union County Chamber of Com-
merce at 706-745-5789.

For more information about the Chamber, 
check out https://www.visitblairsvillega.com/. 
And remember that Life is Better in Blairsville!

We say we do, but a growing $36 trillion 
debt and Social Security going broke, partly be-
cause the Democrats raided the SS Trust Fund, 
says we DON’T love them. Each family’s share 
of the current national debt is over half a million 
dollars and growing. Both parties’ spending is 
out of control, and all they are really concerned 
about is getting reelected, and too often we re-
elect them.

Hi, North Georgia News. Long-time 
reader, first-time Op/Ed submitter. Has anyone 
besides me noticed that when Liberals feel they 
are losing an election, they start saying we have 
to be able to have a civil and rational discourse 
about things and the direction they feel the 
country is headed? Someone wrote a few weeks 
ago about “Post Truths.” This person feels that 
politics in America has lost exactly that civil 
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the truth that pursued him:  the 
ultimate narrative about God’s 
creation, humanity’s rebellion, 
and the Savior’s sacrifice of 
love.

God’s truth catches up to 
you sooner or later. It is steady 
and unrelenting because it is 
ever present. “Since the cre-
ation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power 
and divine nature have been 
clearly seen” (Rom. 1:20). God 
reveals Himself through na-
ture, in the Bible, through be-
lievers, and by the Holy Spirit. 
He “desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). That 
truth is a Person, Jesus. He is 
Truth worth surrendering to. 
www.mountainchristian.net

by the Biden regime. Congress 
must eradicate the left’s woke 
and wasteful agenda from 
DOD. The Biden regime and 
his co-conspirators in the Dem-
ocrat Party have weakened our 
military, and morale is at a se-
vere low point.

On the home front, Con-
gressman Clyde has introduced 
H.R. 5512, the Rural Broad-
band Mapping Act, to help ru-
ral areas such as ours to expand 
broadband in the communities 
that need it most. We appreci-
ate the effort put forth by Mr. 
Clyde. However, a recent writ-
er to the North Georgia News 
took issue with Congressman 
Clyde. In a rather disjointed 

poll taxes and only white men 
being allowed to vote.

And think about the 
people in the shadows who 
are REALLY scared that their 
“Trump Plan B” failed in West-
ern Pennsylvania.

On to “Plan C,” but now, 
their movements are being 
watched.
God bless our Country.
J. Murray Tarter

thrin can be used on clothing to 
kill chiggers and ticks. 

Chiggers are very aggra-
vating to have, but hopefully 
this article has given you some 
options for how to deal with 
chigger bites and how to pre-
vent them from getting on you. 
If you have questions about 
chiggers contact your county 
Extension Office or email me 
at Jacob.Williams@uga.edu.

mind, a county manager also 
adds to the budget’s bottom 
line.

Q. Can new Commis-
sioners learn all the duties 
required of the job?

A. Certainly, they can 
with a few years’ experience 
and taking a lot of classes. 
They would have to do quite 
a bit of traveling all over the 
state of Georgia as this type of 
training is done in a wide vari-
ety of places. But why change 
the county government that has 
worked in Union County so 
well for many many years.

Q. What are some 
problems counties have faced 
with a 5-person Commission 
Board? 

A. It would appear that 
problems come when commis-
sioners attempt to work with 
other commissioners to resolve 
very tough issues. Hypotheti-
cally, decisions made on these 
boards often fall on a 3/2 vote. 
The deep division can lead to 
lawsuits as we saw most re-
cently in a county to the North 
of us. This type of back-and-
forth indecision in a governing 
body not only frustrates the 
Commissioners – it also frus-
trates a constituency awaiting 
resolution or decision on spe-
cific matters. Another point to 
consider, the current Sole Com-
missioner form of government 
has a great working relation-
ship with the Blairsville Mayor 
and City Council as well as 
the school system, TVA, water 
companies, power company, 
and Union General Hospital. 
Other counties sometimes face 
hostilities between the Board 
of Commissioners and the 
City Councils and/or mayors. 
These relationships are impor-
tant – especially when projects 
require partnerships. Addition-
ally, there are strict state regu-
lations that provide guidance 
on when and how 5-member 
board Commissioners can meet 
if a quorum is present. 

Q. How expensive is 
it to maintain a 5-member 
board of commissioners?

A. Very expensive. First, 

most individuals who serve 
on a board of commissioners 
earn money for their service 
and for travel. These stipends 
can increase the budget sig-
nificantly. Training is also ex-
pensive. Every commissioner 
has to take specific certification 
classes through the Association 
of County Commissioners of 
Georgia (ACCG) and through 
the Carl Vincent Institute of 
Government from the Univer-
sity of Georgia. New Com-
missioners are required to take 
initial certification classes as 
well as other related certifica-
tions. These certifications are 
costly. I have probably taken 
100 classes or more through-
out the years. ACCG offers 
three different conferences 
each year: Capitol Connection 
Conferences, in Atlanta, which 
focuses on issues before the 
Georgia General Assembly; the 
Annual Conference, in Savan-
nah, which provides a forum to 
take leadership, government-
related, and governmental 
accounting training; and the 
Legislative Leadership Confer-
ence, in Athens, Macon, etc., 
as it moves around the state, 
which allows Commissioners 
to approve the legislative posi-
tions and priorities for the up-
coming legislative session. It 
is imperative that all Commis-
sioners attend these events in 
order to remain current on lo-
cal issues. Training, travel, and 
accommodation can be very 
expensive for a 5-person Board 
of Commissioners. 

Q. I reluctantly signed 
that petition asking for a 
5-person Commission Board. 
I would like to rescind my 
signature. How do I do that?

A. At any time prior to 
the date a petition is filed for 
verification, an elector who 
has signed the petition form 
may request withdrawal of his 
or her signature from the peti-
tion by executing and filing an 
affidavit with the election su-
perintendent. Any signature so 
withdrawn shall not be counted 
in determining the legal suffi-
ciency of the petition.

to Union County; however, it 
is only as good as its partners.  
Developing these partnerships 
and working together can help 
Union County be better pre-
pared to respond and to recover 
from disasters.

Union County Fire De-
partment ~Our Family Protect-
ing Your Family~

the stands and pulled a knife to 
cut Skeeter. The local deputy 
sheriff happened to be next 
door at the country store next 
to the ballfield. He jumped 
into his car and drove right 
up to first base. Deputy Loo-
ney was not a big man but he 
meant business. When he got 
excited and under stress, his 
face would turn red and the 
pitch of his voice went up an 
octive or two.

As the police car came 
to a stop he jumped from the 
car and with a high-pitched, 
shrill, and feminine sound-
ing voice asked, “What’s the 
problem here?” The man from 
Birmingham paid no attention 
to the high-pitched voice of 

the deputy as he took another 
swing at the ball player from 
Trapptown with the knife all 
while cursing the deputy at the 
same time. The Deputy did not 
like being cursed, so, he pulled 
his revolver, cocked the ham-
mer and spun the man around. 
Looney placed the barrel on 
the end of the man’s nose and 
told him to put the knife down.  
The man looked at the business 
end of a .38 revolver and the 
strength in his knees left him.  
He just passed out right there 
on first base.  

T h e  b o y s  f r o m 
Trapptown won that game 7 to 
0 without any home cooking 
from the bunch out of Birming-
ham.

and rambling letter, he ac-
cused Clyde of “callously and 
knowingly spreading debunked 
and disproven lies.” The prob-
lem is, everything that Clyde 
points out is true and can eas-
ily be proven. And the writer 
failed to specify just what it 
was that Clyde lied about. The 
writer apparently felt that was 
not enough, so he went on and 
disparaged millions of Trump 
supporters by referring to them 
as a cult. I am not a doctor, but 
I recognize the symptoms of 
someone suffering from Trump 
Derangement Syndrome. I 
would advise some counseling 
for that.
Greg Fisher
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“is hurt and he is angry.”
How like Democrats, 

kicking their man when he’s 
down, sidelined with COVID! 
And they turn on YOU even 
faster, something they’ve done 
to struggling Americans for 

many years.
Remember, these are 

the same people who deceived 
us… deflecting Biden’s ongo-
ing mental decline, allowing 
him to be humiliated before 
the entire world while we suf-
fered countless consequences. 
Shamefully, Democrats lack 
truth and compassion.

People, wake up. Elec-
tion tradition has no place 
here because Democrats have 
replaced goodness with wick-
edness. Anyone who can’t or 
won’t see this should pray for 
wisdom and discernment. Then 
do your homework. Don’t trust 
biased media as your source.

Take time to learn about 
Donald Trump’s excellent re-
cord as our 45th president and 
who he actually is. This gained 
knowledge should ultimately 
result in votes for Republicans. 
Only then will our government 
proceed with too-long-overdue 
changes, proving Americans 
finally do matter.
Tamara Phillips

order that they can forgive 
each other and move on. It is 
like a breath of fresh, clean 
air.

When the relationship 
is revived, the individuals 
are on fabulous terms once 
again, and the repair work 
was totally successful. We 
want the relationship re-
stored. Once the friendship is 
put together again, the cloud 
of despair disappears, what-
ever apparent guilt is buried, 
and the atmosphere is bright, 
sunny and refreshing.

and the excursions – just be-
ing together. The truth is that 
the one who comes forth to 
make things right is the stron-
ger of the two. It requires in-
tegrity and inner strength to 
swallow one’s pride in order 
for the friendship to be re-
stored and healed.

A break-up in the re-
lationship doesn’t mean that 
the friendship was flawed in 
the beginning. Fractures hap-
pen due to misunderstand-
ings or miscommunications. 
In reality, both friends have 
very uncomfortable feel-
ings – they truly miss one 
another. They are miserable 
and extremely sad. They feel 
disconnected, and it is a gut-
wrenching, destitute feeling. 
Not an easy emotion to wres-
tle with. As the adage goes: 
life happens. It isn’t a hope-
less act when the relation-
ship turns sour for a period 
of time. In most authentic 
friendships, the two individ-
uals are hoping to repair the 
relationship, and due to their 
desire and willingness, the 
friendship can be restored in 

You can’t get elected 
to Congress if you suggest in-
creasing the SS retirement age, 
but in 1935, life expectancy 
was 60; today, it’s almost 80. 
A pyramid scheme only works 
if you have more at the bottom 
than at the top… we weren’t 
supposed to draw from it this 
many extra years. Medicare is 
much the same, plus allowing 
people that haven’t paid into it 
to use it dooms it, too.

The research I did for this 
letter to the fools forum actu-
ally made me realize that many 
parts of Project 2025 are very 
good. It loves our grandchil-
dren more than we do as it pro-
poses tough changes that need 
to be taken if our country is to 
survive. I do like that it shifts 
responsibility back to the states 
by defunding many depart-
ments. What has the Depart-
ment of Education and HHS 
accomplished? We rank 27th in 
the world for levels of educa-
tion and health care. Same for 
Energy in its 47 years… higher 
gas prices and importing oil 
from our adversaries.

The Trump doctrine is 
only 16 pages long and has 
very little similarities to Project 
2025. Search “Forbes, what is 
Project 2025” for a decent syn-
opsis of it. Fortunately, there’s 
items in it that are controver-
sial… otherwise our grandchil-
dren will not have the standard 
of living we’ve enjoyed.
Dick Bell

and rational discourse. I have 
news for you, writer: politics, 
in the U.S., have NEVER been 
rational or civil.

Case in point, writer, I’d 
like you to go to YouTube and 
look up “Attack Ads, Circa 
1800.” You may have to sign 
in to see the video, but I think 
you’ll find it informative and 
enlightening. To basically put 
it, the video deals with the 
1800 Election between Thom-
as Jefferson and John Adams.

To paraphrase the vid-
eo, the Jefferson Campaign 
said, “John Adams is a Blind, 
Bald, Crippled, Toothless Man 
who wants to start a War with 
France. While he’s not busy 
importing mistresses from 
Europe, he’s trying to marry 
one of his sons to a daughter 
of King George. Haven’t we 
had enough MONARCHY in 
America?” The Adams Cam-
paign said, “If Jefferson wins, 
Murder, Robbery, Rape, Adul-
tery and Incest will be openly 
taught and practiced.” Those 
two excerpts were the clean-
est ones in the video and the 
only ones I dared to have in 
this submission. Go watch the 
video. It’s worth it.

In more recent history, 
who can remember when then 
Nevada Senator and Democrat 
Harry Reid went to the floor 
of the U.S. Senate chamber 
and said for all the world to 
hear that Mitt Romney hasn’t 
paid income taxes in over 10 
years? Barack Obama won 
that election and later, when 
it was revealed that Senator 
Reid had LIED about Mitt 
Romney, a reporter asked Sen 
Reid if he thought he owed 
Mr. Romney an apology. Mr. 
Reid said, Why? We won the 
election, didn’t we? If you go 
back through our country’s his-
tory, I’m sure you’ll find many 
more examples of that. My 
Point: Politics in this country 
has never been civil, so stop 
saying it was.

The Writer later in their 
letter speaks of “American 
Core Values.” A few of what 
you think are Core Values of 
our country I agree with, but 
when did a Living Wage, Af-
fordable Health Care and the 
preservation of our Democracy 
become Core American Val-
ues? Core Values are values 
that our country was founded 
on such as Life, Liberty and 
The Pursuit of Happiness. 
Writer, our country is NOT a 
Democracy. We live in a Con-
stitutional Representative RE-
PUBLIC. In layman’s terms, 
Democracy is mob rule. If you 
don’t understand that, then De-
mocracy is two wolves and a 
deer deciding what’s for din-
ner. I think they’re having deer.

While we are not a De-
mocracy, we do use the demo-
cratic process, but that is dif-
ferent from a Democracy. So, 
writer, “Preservation of our De-

mocracy” is not a Core Value 
of our country since we don’t 
live in a Democracy. How is 
that hard to understand?

A Living Wage: While 
the term Living Wage entered 
the lexicon in the late 19th cen-
tury, the Living wage Move-
ment, in this country, didn’t 
start until the middle to late 
1990s. Our country was found-
ed in the 18th century, writer. 
How does a concept that wasn’t 
around at the time of our coun-
try’s founding become a Core 
Value of our country? Answer: 
It isn’t a Core Value.

Now, remember the Op/
Ed I’m rebutting was written 
when Biden was the Demo-
cratic nominee for president, 
you speak of values and say 
you support Joe Biden. My 
question to you is this: How 
could you support Biden who 
says he’s a devout Catholic and 
then goes to an abortion rally 
in an abortion clinic and cross-
es himself invoking the Holy 
Trinity that we’ll keep abor-
tion in this country? In other 
words, Joe Biden invoked God 
to help us keep killing babies. 
Let that sink in for a moment. 
As I see it, ANYONE who 
would ask the Lord God to al-
low our country to keep indis-
criminately killing babies has 
no morals, scruples or values. 
THAT is who Joe Biden is, and 
sadly, that’s who Kamala Har-
ris is as well.

All Joe Biden and Ka-
mala Harris care about is what 
the Democrat Party cares 
about: making money from 
their offices, the sale of influ-
ence and the attainment, con-
solidation and maintenance of 
POWER. Writer, if you can’t 
see that, then perhaps you’ve 
been exposed to too many Post 
Truths.
Bart Dinos

Make a difference in 
your community! As a volun-
teer with the American Red 
Cross, you can help families 
recover after a home fire, 
train individuals in first aid 
and CPR, support America’s 
military families, or take on 
any number of other roles that 
make our communities safer, 
stronger and more resilient. 
Get started at https://www.red-
cross.org/local/georgia/volun-
teer.html or call your NWGA 
chapter office to ask about 
volunteer opportunities 844-
536-6226. 

American Red 
Cross Volunteers
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